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Reminder: as of January 2024 all members must use their new account numbers and payment options 
provided by FirstService Residential in the letter they sent in September 2023.  

     Coupon booklets will NOT be issued. 

 

Our Annual Meeting and Elections is on February 14, 2024 at 7:00 PM.  
 

Important Dates To Remember  

Notice of  Intent to Run for the Board (form will be included in First Notice) must be submitted no later 
than January 5, 2024. 
 
Any candidate desiring the Association to include a copy of his/her information sheet, no larger than 8 
1/2” x 11”, with the Second Notice must provide the information sheet to the Association not less 
than thirty-five (35) days before the Annual Meeting (I.E. January 10, 2024). 
 

Beginning January 2024,  we will no longer deliver the newsletter door to door. It will be available on our 
website or  you can sign up for  electronic delivery by emailing office@CocoWoodLakes.com. For those 
who want a paper copy, we will have some in the clubhouse lobby.  

 

At the November 28th Board Meeting, the Bulk Media Technology Committee presented their final  
recommendations and the Board of Directors has accepted a contract with Blue Stream Fiber. The 
implementation will be staggered with internet service starting sometime before October 2024.  There 
will be much more information on this coming in the future, so stay tuned.  

 

Don’t forget, if you have not signed up for E-Voting you still can and it will still save everyone money. Be 
a part of the solution!!  Call 561-495-1133 or email Office@CocoWoodLakes.com 

 

On behalf of your Board of Directors and myself we want to wish everyone and their families a Merry 
Christmas, Happy Hanukkah and Happy Kwanzaa.  

 

Sincerely, 

Kristine Russo Diaz, LCAM 
 

CWL Annual Meeting and Elections is February 14 
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 President’s Message – November 28, 2023  

 

Good evening. Thank you all for coming or attending via Zoom this evening. I hope everyone had a Happy Thanksgiving 
and are looking forward to the upcoming Holiday Season.  

It’s hard to believe we are nearing the end of another year at Coco Wood Lakes. At the last meeting, your Board passed 
the 2024 budget. It was arduous task, but one that will prepare the Association for the future by ensuring that funds 
will be available to pay for major repairs and/or replacements versus facing a special assessment.  

As of the end of October, and barring any significant or extenuating circumstances, the projection for the end of year 
expenses will come in less than 1% over budget. Current monies on hand will provide enough funds to meet expenses 
and maintain the two-month cash-on-hand balance as required by generally accepted accounting principles. We were 
able to absorb the additional insurance premium cost of $16,000 as a result of 2 line items that had no expenses, 
representing $8,000 of unused funds. But be perfectly clear, there will be no surplus funds available to roll over to the 
Capital Reserves.  

We are now heading into the annual election season. Beginning next week, the first notice of annual meeting and 
election will be sent via Get Quorum to those who enrolled in e-voting and via snail mail for those who have not yet 
opted in. I am very excited for us to use this new system. It promises to greatly reduce the time needed to tally the 
results. The election will be held on February 14th. This time around, there are three positions to be filled, those of 
Marianne, Sandy and myself. I want to thank the membership for their support over the years. We have all contributed 
much to the Association.  

            Thank you, 

           Jean LeGrys 
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BINGO UPDATE 

Sunday, December 3 
Doors open at 12:15. Play starts at 1 p.m. 

 
The potluck lunch planned for December is postponed to January. It will be held on Sunday, January 
7, 2024, at 12:00 p.m. Doors will open at 11:30. If you wish to participate, plan on bringing a dish that 
serves 8-10 people. Call Jan Novy at 561-703-9455 to RSVP. If you wish to participate without bringing 
a dish, you may do so for $5. We will still serve refreshments at the December Bingo.  
  
We welcome one and all to come and play Bingo here at Coco Wood Lakes. Feel free to bring as many 
friends, neighbors and relatives as you wish.  
 
Our food drive last month was very successful. Bingo contributed 3 full boxes to the Ladies Club for 
donation to the Jacobson food pantry. Thanks to all who brought items.  
 
If you aren't already on our reminder list and want to be added to it, or if you have questions, please 
call Jan Novy at 561-703-9455. She will call, text or email you, if you prefer. No extra charge for this 
service!   

President's Message 

On December 13 we will have our Annual Viennese 
Dessert Buffet and Holiday Gift Exchange. If you have 
not been to one of our meetings, this is a great 
meeting to try us out. We will be enjoying our 
members' homemade desserts, and they are 
something not to be missed. We will also have fun 
with our Holiday Gift Exchange. If you wish to 
participate in the gift exchange, please bring a new gift 
with at least a $15 value, wrap it, and be prepared to 
have fun with the exchange. Please, no Holiday 
themed items or perfumed items. 

A Million Thanks provides support and appreciation to 
our active and veteran military men and women 
through sending letters and granting betterment of 
life wishes, as well as providing higher education 
scholarships to their children. At our last meeting we 
signed and sent 110 holiday cards to A Million Thanks 
to be distributed to our veterans. 

Our Thanksgiving Box food drive provided 9 full 
boxes of food plus a lot of additional food for the 
Jacobson Food Pantry in Delray Beach. Thank you to 
all who helped make this Thanksgiving special for 
those in need. Please continue to bring 
nonperishable food to the food box in the clubhouse 
lobby. Food is needed all year long. 

  

Happy Hanukkah, Merry Christmas, and Happy New 
Year! 

Sandy Steinberg 

561-699-3491 

shs54@juno.com 

Future meeting dates will be on Wednesdays  @1 pm 

January 17, February 21, March 20, April 17, May 15 
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 Game & Pizza night  
BYOB Happy Hour 

Come join us for a night of fun 
with games and good company.  

Thursday,  
December 14th 

5:00 PM  

Saturday, December 2nd at 6:30 pm  

Spaghetti Dinner & Holiday White Elephant 
Gift Exchange.  Spaghetti & Meatballs from 
Jacks BYOB Join us for dinner and OPTIONAL 
Gift Exchange.  Bring a wrapped gift, new or 
unused re-gift, and join in on our White 
Elephant/Yankee Swap Gift Exchange.  It's a lot 
of laughs because someone always brings that 
one gift that everyone wants.  Everyone picks a 
number and then 1st person picks from the pile 
of wrapped gifts (brown paper bag counts as 
wrapped) and opens it.  Following numbers can 
steal any opened gift or pick from the pile of 
wrapped gifts.  Gifts can be stolen up to 3 
times, then it's yours.  Lucky #1 can pick again 
from any of the opened gifts (that are still  
available to be stolen) or anything still wrapped. 
Suggested gift value $15-$20. RSVP 
REQUIRED for food order. 

 
Wednesday, December 6th at 6:00 pm  
Sip n Paint with Mary Wilson We will be  
painting lighted wine bottles.  All supplies are  
provided including lights to light up your  
masterpiece $15 per person  BYOB   
RSVP REQUIRED 15 spaces only. 
 

Thursday, December 14th ** We know it's a busy 
time of year and your Holiday Social Calendar fills 
up quickly so we are combining our Monthly 
Game Night & Pizza Night.  

 Please join us for a one-time GAMEZZA Night 
**  Friends start to gather around 5:00 pm, we'll 
have multiple games happening ... LCR, Wizard, 
Backgammon, Rummikub, Pictionary, plus more.   

Pizza arrives at 6:30pm.  2 slices = $7 with 
Reservation or $10 at the Door 

 

To RSVP please email or text JoAnn at 954-803-
7316 JoAnnOrlando@Ymail.com 

or call the office at 

 561-495-1133. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS/SAVE THE DATE: 
 

Monday, January 1st New Years Day 
Celebration 

Thursday, January 4th Noon New Year 
Nutrition Lunch Lecture 

Wednesday, January 10th Game Night 

Thursday, January 18th Pizza Night  

Friday, January 19th 7:00 Entertainer Iris 
Revson 

Saturday, January 27th Community Yard Sale 
& Scavenger Hunt 
 

 



Page 6  HAPPY HOLIDAYS PUZZLE 

BELLS 
CANDLE 
CARDS 
CAROL 

CHIMNEY 
CHRISTMAS 

FAMILY 
GIFTS 

HANUKKAH 
HOLIDAY 

HOLLY 
KWANZAA 

LIGHTS 
MISTLETOE 

SLEIGH 
SNOW 
STAR 
TOYS 
TREE 

WORSHIP 
WREATH 

  ANSWER AT 
COCOWOODLAKES.COM 

BOARD 
Mike Dorman—V. P. 

Jo-Ann Orlando—S. 

Anita Brown—T. 

Jean LeGrys -  D. 

Jon Gutmacher—D. 

Marianne Regan—D. 

Sandy Steinberg—D. 

LADIES 
CLUB 
Sandy Steinberg , 
President 

ARC  

COMMITTEE 
Anita Brown, Chair 

Sandy Steinberg 

Lenny Feld 

Entertainment  

Committee 
JoAnn Orlando, Chair 

Pat Gorski 

Mary Bowers 

Camille Gilardi 

Frances Holden  

Aaron Pepis  

Susanne Pepis  

Lighting Committee 

Jess Kaufman, Chair 

Mike Dorman 
Bulk Media Technology  

Jess Kaufman, Chair 

Mike Dorman 

Mark Kantrowitz 

Nelson  Arroyo 

Enforcement  
Committee 

Phil Amico, Chair 

Frances Holden 

Ed Booker 

ART  

COMMITTEE 
Frances Holden 

Aaron Pepis 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS, COMMITTEES AND CLUBS 



Page 7  

 
This is the time of year when many people focus on their holiday and end-of-year giving. If you are considering 
making a donation, take time to research the charity and make sure it is legitimate.  

 

All charities soliciting within the state of Florida (excluding religious, educational, political and governmental 
agencies) are required to register and file financial information with the Florida Department of Agriculture and 
Consumer Services. Some organizations may spend as much as 95 percent on their purpose or 
cause, while others spend more on administrative costs. It is up to the donor to determine if 
their contribution will be spent the way they intend.  

Keep the following tips in mind before agreeing to donate:  

· Ask for financial information, such as a copy of the organization’s IRS 990 income tax re-
turn, annual report or a breakdown of how the money is spent.  

· Ask how your contribution will be used.  

· Ask if the caller is a volunteer or a paid solicitor if you are solicited by telephone.  

· Ask the solicitor for their license number.  

Contact the FDACS toll-free hotline at 1-800-HELP-FLA (435-7352) or use the online Check-A-Charity tool at 
FloridaConsumerHelp.com to verify registration and financial information. You can also visit www.give.org the 
website of the BBB Wise Giving Alliance, where you can access reports on nationally soliciting charities. The 
BBB Wise Giving Alliance evaluates charities against comprehensive Standards for Charity Accountability to 
help donors make informed giving decisions.  
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PLEASE READ—THIS HAS HAPPENED TO A NEIGHBOR HERE AT COCO WOOD LAKES 

From the Alliance of Delray Meeting Summary November 1, 2023 

Guardianship Fraud. We must protect our most vulnerable citizens. If you suspect any one of misusing the 
finances or assets of a person under guardianship, report it! This might be missing money or property, suspi-
cious loans, funds transfer, opened or closed accounts, Significant family discord or isolation of the person 
under guardianship. Caregivers or family member living a lavish lifestyle, beyond their means.  
Contact, GUARDIANSHIP INTEGRITY ASSURANCE HOTLINE, 561-355-3728 or 
https://www.mypalmbeachclerk.com/services/guardianship-integrity-assurance-hotline .  
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Coco Wood Lakes HOA does not endorse or recommend any  

advertisers. 



Coco Wood Lakes Assoc., Inc. is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 
 

Topic: Coco Wood Lakes Assoc., Inc.'s Board Meeting 
December 19th Time: 7PM Eastern Time (US and Canada) 

 
 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://cocowoodlakes.com/zoom 

Meeting ID: 930 874 3960 
Passcode: 676282 



            
 


